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THE FOURTH. 

It almost seems that no issue of our 
paper can be sent out without mem- 
tion of some festival having been ob- 
served. Perhaps it is as well, for our 
friends like to know of the doings at 
the Training School, and in order that 
our little folks shall get as much as 
possible out of life we hold festival up- 
on every possible oeeasion. 

The life of the normal child meas- 
ures from occasion to oceasion. The 
festival of today is no sooner over 
than he begins to look forward to the 
next especially pleasurable event. 

For our children the time between 
‘‘events’? should be very short, and 
indeed is—therefore it happens that 
our readers will find from month to 

nonth an account of the observance 
of the various special days. 

The Saturday before the Fourth all 
children who had money came to our 
little *‘store’’ and purchased what fire- 
works they could. These were put up 
in packages and labeled and de- 
livered the Fourth. A number of 
employes gathered at Maxham Cottage 
and put up bags of eandy. Each bag 
contained besides candy a very small 
American flag so that each child might 
have the flag to wear on the Fourth. 


Early on the morning of the Fourth 
—very early indeed—some of the 
grown-up members of our family went 
from cottage to cottage setting off 
fire crackers ete., and it was a happy 
crowd that came to the windows or 
ran partially dressed, to the doors to 
welcome them. 

After breakfast haste was made to 
get ready for the trip to Vineland to 
see the parade. To those real men 
and women who hold in their memor- 
ies the thoughts of going to see a par- 
ade nothing further need to be said. 








Before the appointed time all were 
comfortably located on the pretty 
lawn in front of Dr. Wilson’s house 
on Landis avenue. 

The parade was a great success and 
much enjoyed. The ‘‘funny man’’ 
rode our most disreputable looking 
donkey and was quite a feature. In 
our *“‘farm’’ display we had a large 
wagon drawn by two horses. In 
the wagon were sheep, calves and pigs. 
Above this were cages with chickens 
and the monkeys and in the cen- 
ter a mound of vegetables of various 
kinds. We should have sent the sam- 
ple of our best butter (the goat) again 
this year, but he eould not stand the 
walk last year and we feared to tire 
him out. 

Following the wagon came two more 
of the farm horses with nothing on 
but their halters. For our farm ex- 
hibit we retained the silver cup (which 
was awarded to us last year,) for 
another year. 


From the Training School was also 
sent a pretty float in red and white. 
This contained a little white table and 
chairs and seated around the table 
were several little girls doing bas- 
ketry work. This float was drawn by 
four pretty donkeys. 

After the parade the children re- 
turned home and had dinner and _ rest- 
ed until about two o’clock. The day 
fireworks were distributed in the play 
field and there were set off under the 
direction of the employes. During 
this time the merry-go-round was run- 
ning and every child who wished had 
a ride. 

Later came the games—foot races, 
cart races, wheel-barrow races, and 
the various sports for which they have 
been preparing for several weeks, 
winding up just before supper time 
with a grand sack race, the most 
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amusing and exciting event. of the 
afternvon. 

There was another rest period fol- 
lowing supper until dusk. Then all 
assembled in front of the merry-go- 
round and watched the beautiful night 
fireworks. 

No accidents occured. With the 
money left over after the purchase of 
flags by the employes, which was do- 
nated to the Fourth of July fund, add- 
ed to that sent by friends for this pur 
pose we were enabled to purchase all 
the fireworks, ete., for the entire cele- 
bration. 


Ae a — 


ASSOCIATION MEETING. 

The American Association of Offi- 
cers of Institutions for the Care and 
Training of the Feeble-minded held its 
twenty-ninth annual session at the 
Minnesota School for Feeble-minded 
at Faribault, Minn. 

The meeting was one of the best 
ever held and representatives of the 
institutions from all parts of the 
country were present. 

The progrum was a strong one con- 
sisting of papers pertaining to the 
treatment and training of this elass. 
As will be seen from the program, 
(which follows) a wide field of practi- 
eal topics was considered. The dis- 
cussions were very full and interest- 
ing. 

PROGRAM. 
THURSDAY, JUNE 23. 
Business meeting. 
‘Some Experimental Studies in Men- 
tal Deficieney.’’ =F. KUHLMAN, 

Clark University, Worcester, Mass. 
‘*Imbeeility and Tubereulosis,’’ 

C. H. Hennineer, M. D., Polk,Pa. 


**The Value of Institution Meetings’ 
C. E. Nasu, Vineland, N. J. 
** A Border Line Case—On the Right 
Side’ D. F. LIncoun, M. D. 
Boston, Mass. 
EVENING SESSION, 
Dedication of New Hall. 
Entertainment: ‘The Pixies Triumph” 
Pupils of the Minnesota Training 
School. ; 


FRIDAY, JUNE 24. 
‘**A Class in Nature Study.”” 
Miss HELEN KNIGHT, Fayville, Mass. 
‘*Physieal Training as an Educational 
Factor’? Mrs. LILLIAN Murpock, 
Glenwood, Ia. 
‘*Kutertainments as a Practical Fae- 
tor in Training,’’ 
Miss ALICE F. Morrison, 
Vineland, N. J. 
‘*Case Histories,’’ 
Mrs. Euste M. Seaury, Orange, N. J. 
EVENING SESSION, 
**President’s Address,”’ 

Ek. R. JOHNSTONE, Vineland, N. .J. 
‘‘Some Types of the Feeble-minded.’’ 
(UIlustrated by lantern slides. ) 

J. MoorHeAD Murpock, M. D., 
Polk, Pa. 
SATURDAY, JUNE 25, 

‘*Review of Legislation Concerning 
the eeble-minded,”’ 
J.C. Carson, M. D. Syracuse, N. Y. 
Reports from States. 
Business Session, 
Exeursion to Cannon Lake. 

i <a 

The trip to Cannon Lake was most 
enjoyable and as most of the superin- 
tendents must take at least a part of 
their vacations while attending these 
mectings, this formed a welcome 
number on the program. 

The charming hospitality of Dr. and 
and Mrs. Rogers was sueh that all 
wished the meeting might be prolong- 
ed. Our feelings might be expressed 
thus; 

“A guest was I in Berkly Hall 

And more behooves not guest to say, 

The very pictures on the wall, 

In silence seemed to whisper stay.” 

Dr. A. H. Beaton, superintendent 
of the Orillia, Ontario, institution was 
elected President of the Association 
for the ensuing year. 

The next meeting of the Association 
will be held here at the New Jersey 
Training School. 


——— a 


Camping began shortly after an- 
nual meeting and several groups have 
already been out. Ina later number 
a full deseription of this enjoyable 
feature of our work will be given. 
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We have had ten new Association 
members since the first of June. 

Our Association should have a 
thousand members. Send in the names 
of all who may become interested. 

The Summer School is now in ses- 
sion with afull class. We hope there 
that benefit to the baekward chil- 
dren in the publie schools, to the 
teachers, and to the Training School 
will result from this course. 


Members of our Association ¢on- 
tribute annually the sum of five dol- 
lars to the School. This contribution 
is, as one of our earnest members ex- 
presses it, ‘‘An endeavor upon my 
part to contribute regularly from my 
strength toward helping the weakness 
ot the world.” 

Some of our Association members 
have not yet paid their subscriptions 
for this year. If you have not receiv- 
ed one of the new membership eards— 
your subseription has not been paid. 

————_—EP> —. oe —- 
FLOWER DAY. 

The “Training School’ for this 
month would hardly be complete if no 
mention were made of the enjoyable 
day given our children through the ef- 
forts of the members of the W. C. T. 
UC. of Vineland. It has been their 
custom for several years to visit us 
sometime during the month of June. 
On Wednesday, the 22nd they came, 
bringing with them several hundred 
heautiful boquets of flowers, and with 
each boquet a little card containing a 
verse of scripture and a small picture 
illustrating it. This added doubly to 
the pleasure of the children. The 
tlowers at their best would only last 


for a few days, but the ecard and its 
contents will last for months or 
years and in some eases a life time, 
for a great many of the children com- 
mitted them to memory and when they 
once learn a little verse of that sort 
the opportunity to repeat it is made 
so often for them that they seldom 
have a chance to forget it. 

The program consisted of songs, ree- 
itations, instrumental solos, band sel- 
ections, ete., most of which were ap- 
propriately selected for the occasion. 

The most appreciated were the little 
songs and recitations given by the 
visiting children from Vineland. It is 
always a treat to see our little friends 
do something on our stage, and is not 
only interesting to us all but is en- 
couraging to our children as_ well. 
Each number of the program and each 
child seemed as good and as pure as 
the beautiful flowers they brought. 

Before the flowers were distributed 
Mrs. Read, president of the W. C. T. 
U. told the children why they brought 
them flowers each year and how Miss 
Cassidy the invalid girl used to show 
her love to those about her by sending 
them flowers, and that they through 
her Christ like example had followed in 
her foot steps ever since. Her thought 
was, not the valueof the gift, but the 
loving kindness that accompanied it. 

While the band was playing the 
final number on the program the flow- 
ers were distributed, there being 
enough so that every child had a_bo- 
quet. From there they went to the 
cottages and gaye to those not able to 
be at the Hall. Not one was slighted 
from the least to the greatest. 


Dr. Ceeil French, the animal fancier 
of Washington, D. C., has presented 
our Zoo with three fine little coyote 
pups. They with the foxes and coons 
are ina small building by themselves 
and form a very attractive and inter- 


esting part of our Zoo, 











THE TRAINING SCHOOL 





(On this Page will be published from time to time papers, articles, etc., emanating 
from the Training School. The following by Miss Alice F. Morrison, was read at 
the meeting of the American Associaton of Schools for Feeble Minded held at 


Faribault, Minn., June 24, 1904.) 


Entertainments in the Training 


of the Feeble-Minded. 


Constant application of one’s self to 
any line of work or thought without a 
reasonable amount of respite wears out 
life tissue in an immeasurably short 
period of time. 

Mankind is so constituted that mom- 
ents of relaxation are necessary to 
one’s very existence. 

These may come in a thousand dif- 
ferent ways—to some the quiet twi- 
light hour when they are alone, to 
others the beautiful musie of the 
grand opera, or perhaps the shelves 
of carefully arranged books, while 
again it may be an ocean trip, or a 
quiet drive in the country. 

Thus in its many and varied ways 
comes the recreation hour. To us who 
possess judgment,reason and will,these 
moments come involuntarily. A small 
voice, which may be the weary body, 
or the tired brain, whispers to our 
inner selves. We understand and 
obey. 

With the feeble-minded child this is 
different. Here the small voice whis- 
pers, but receives no response, until 
the directive hand places the child in 
a condition where its then greater en- 
joyment makes it realize that now it 
possesses a something which before 
was wanting. Yet it would be an im- 
possibility totake each Feeble Minded 
child individually and supply reason and 
will, leading him for the time into 
these channels of diversion. However, 
entertainments make all this possible. 
Here we may take all of our children 
to the ‘‘Land of Nod” or to the mys- 
tie realms of ‘‘Aladdin’? may be, 
where they experience supreme, realis- 
tie enjoyment, and again, when the 


children themselves become the real, 
living kings and queens of these most 
wonderful places, (for to the feeble- 
minded child play for the time, is real 
life) the development and training 
gained thereby, is without question of 
more authentic value than any other 
line of education. 

In these Institutions, which we _ be- 
lieve are hardly to be equaled in their 
resultant training, entertainments are 
really of vital importance. They not 
only develop the brain, strengthen the 
body and exercise the memory and 
will of many of our improvable chil- 
dren, but they afford pleasure and en- 
joyment to the number who have 
reached their, mental limit, and also 
to those whose life is a mere existence, 
but for whose health and happiness 
we are responsible until they shall be 
called home. 

Briefly, I wish to outline for youa 
few of the entertainments which we 
have had in our School during the 
past year, thus showing how invelu- 
able they have become in our Schoo! 
training. 

Throughout the entire year we have 
had an entertainment every Wednes- 
day evening besides several other 
special ones. These entertainments 
vary. Sometimes they take in the lit- 
tle children only,others the older ones, 
while still others take in all of the 
children in the School, even includ- 
ing many of the custodial cases. One 
of the entertainments each month is 
planned and givenby one of the 
teachers, for which entertainment slie 
is to use only the children who come 
to her for one or more class periods. 
This equalizes the entertainment train- 


ing of every school child. 


(to be continued.) 





